Thank you for your letter dated 8 April 2011 addressed to Steve Munby.  Steve has asked if I would get back to you on his behalf following your letter. I know he would want me to say that this in no way reflects the value he places on individual dialogue, but we are in an exceptionally busy period at the moment.
The designation criteria have been agreed by the Secretary of State and although at some point in the future we may be able to recommend that ministers review the criteria again, for the first cohort they are fixed.  However the point that you make about including criteria for a teaching school to be selected they should have a qualified librarian and a school library is something that I will take up with the DfE team leading on this work.

I would encourage you to contribute to our consultation process, if you haven’t already, as your views are important.  You can find more information at www.nationalcollege.org.uk/consultations
If there is anything else I can help you wil, please do not hesitate to contact me

Yours sincerely

Andy Buck

Operational Director

