The recent report for Demos has rightly highlighted the need for digital literacy to be taught in our schools. I was however disappointed to see no mention of the pivotal role that school librarians can serve in its delivery. The skills listed by the reports' authors - enabling "the individual to search, retrieve, contextualise, analyse, visualise and synthesise information effectively" - are those taught by school librarians who are admitted to the teaching process within their schools and who share in the delivery of the curriculum. 

Central to what librarians do is evaluation of resources of all kinds.

Because of that, we are very aware of how difficult that can be in the digital field. Self-evaluation is particularly difficult, and the concentration in the report on teachers' evaluation both of their own expertise and their students' is worrying, when we have first hand knowledge of how many teachers have limited understanding of digital resources.

Arguably, librarians are more vital than ever to the educational process, and it is disappointing that neither government nor a think tank like Demos recognises their utility. Schools with school librarians are those best placed to develop understanding of these skills in both their teachers and their students, by using this in-house expertise.

