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PRESS RELEASE

The Evening Standard campaign to encourage people to volunteer to read with children who are struggling is welcome and timely, with the annual Summer Reading Challenge about to launch in the nation’s public libraries.  The campaign needs to be supported by excellent public and school libraries.  Once hooked, a child needs a wide variety of excellent quality literature through which to browse and choose their next story.  

I’d like to emphasise how important it is for a school to have a good school library, stocked with carefully selected, exciting and relevant books and resources that are up-to-date and reflect the children’s interests.  A good school library is a bright and welcoming place, has a regular input of new books every month or every term, and is managed by a professional librarian who knows about books, knows the children and can help children and volunteers find the right book to read.  

Primary school librarians have encouraging children to read for pleasure at the top of their agenda.  They:

· buy the right books for the school library

· run reading clubs

· participate in national and local initiatives such as book awards and the Summer Reading Challenge

· encourage children to use their local public library

· organise authors and illustrators to come to the school, 

and a wide range of other activities that are all designed to get children reading.    But it is knowing the children and knowing the books that is the key to finding the stories that will inspire and enthuse and create a love of reading in an individual child that will stay with them their whole lives.

Ascel is the Association of Senior Children’s and Education Librarians, whose members manage children’s public libraries and school library services and provide a support service for school librarians in primary and secondary schools.
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