ASCEL welcomes the recent report from Demos “Truth, lies and the internet: a report into young people’s digital fluency”  (http://www.demos.co.uk/files/Truth_-_web.pdf?1317312220 )  that reveals the difficulty young people can have in evaluating the quality of information found and recommends that digital literacy is taught in schools.  The report highlights what library and information professionals have been saying for many years.
 

School librarians, supported by schools library services, teach exactly these skills – “the ability to find and critically evaluate online information” through “source verification” and the “understanding of search engines” (p4).  The library profession has numerous teaching resources available for teaching these skills, and can provide trainers who can work through the issues with teachers and parents.  Two such websites are www.informationliteracy.org.uk  and www.ltscotland.org.uk/informationliteracy/index.asp  and many school librarians use their school intranets to disseminate their own materials.
 

Public library services, too, design programmes to teach their users these skills and offer ad hoc 1:1 support to individual students.  Both types of support are not new, but the excess of information now available on the internet make them more relevant than ever.
